
Sit, work, lie down—the MALHERBE PARIS agency has reimagined the six-seat aircraft’s interior as a functional suite, inspired by luxury hotel 
design both in aesthetics and in materials. The design was developed in collaboration with carpet maker Pinton, and textile houses Panaz 
and Métaphores.
 
“Since the renovation, passengers are convinced the aircraft is brand new. It’s a form of upcycling because it’s even more beautiful than when 
it left the Daher production line in Tarbes, where the TBM 960 is still made today.”
— Hubert de Malherbe.

Malherbe Paris Presents the “SECOND LIFE” Exhibition at the Paris Air Show from June 16 to 20, 2025.

Since childhood, Hubert de Malherbe has been passionate about aviation and auto racing. Founder of the eponymous agency—one of 
the largest independent design firms—he is likely the only agency head who is also a certified instrument-rated pilot for over 30 years. 
For the past 10 years, he has been the designer for the Daher group, which manufactures TBM aircraft in France and Kodiak planes in 
the United States.

Staying true to his three lifelong passions—design, aviation, and automobiles—he has chosen to showcase three iconic objects from 
these worlds, all centered around one idea: giving a second life to consumer goods from the 1980s. Second Life embodies a responsible 
approach aimed at reducing negative environmental impacts.

“I wanted to revitalize these remarkable objects from my daily life using the expertise of my agency, which is also celebrating its 
30th anniversary. It’s a way to invite future generations to reflect on timeless creations: the legendary TBM, the fastest single-engine 
turboprop, the modular seating of Gaetano Pesce—a major figure in radical Italian design—and the iconic Mercedes SL R107.” — 
Hubert de Malherbe.

A 1992 TBM-700



The sofas and daybeds have been upholstered in the same fabrics used in the TBM, including the carpet. “I wanted to use the same 
materials in both aeronautical and lifestyle settings.” — Hubert de Malherbe. 

« I hope future generations will view electric aircraft as the norm.. » — Hubert de Malherbe.

Second Life is a story of reuse, reinvention, and excellence. It demonstrates that elegance and environmental responsibility can go 
hand in hand—both in the air and on the ground.
 
“The agency’s history and success are closely linked to aviation. We’ve been able to visit multiple clients per day across France and 
Europe—to their great surprise and delight. It’s worth noting that this is the only TBM based at Le Bourget. By far the smallest and 
lightest aircraft at the airport, it serves as an invitation to regional businesses in the Paris area to consider more sustainable aviation 
for European travel.” — Hubert de Malherbe.

Malherbe Paris is a global creative group with deep expertise in the world of luxury, excelling in both the design of physical spaces 
and the creation of compelling storytelling—far beyond conventional approaches. Founded in 1991, the agency brings together more 
than 200 talents based in Paris and its subsidiaries in Shanghai and New York. Major clients include LVMH, Dior, Givenchy, Guerlain, 
Hennessy, Groupe Chargeurs, Ladurée, Mandarin Oriental, Porsche, Daher, Huawei, SKP, Swire, and Matarazzo.

International Paris Air Show
Monday, June 16 to Friday, June 20, 2025 

 
Le Bourget Airport

1 Av. de l’Europe, Hangar H5
93350 Le Bourget

A Modular Lounge by Gaetano Pesce, 1980s

An Electrified Mercedes Monceau eSL R107, 1970s–1980s
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While retaining its original design, the car has been fitted with a high-end and modern electric drivetrain by Monceau Automobiles, 
specialists in vintage restoration and electric conversion of Mercedes-Benz classics.


